FRANK L. RyERSON. firm. There was a sharp margin to the healthy skin, and no overlap at the base, excepting a small tip at the lower end.
About nine months ago the patient received a series of X-ray treatments, the duration of each being about two minutes. The last treatment was given six months ago.
It has been customary to divide keloids into two varietiesthe false type, which occurs as the result of scratching, injury, burn, or syphilitic scar, and the true keloid, believed to originate in normal uninjured skin; but the case presented is apparently spontaneous, although it may be the result of a slight injury, as scratching, the occurrence of which is entirely forgotten. The tumor develops in those who show congenital or racial predisposition, and is especially prevalent among the negro race.
\Vorkers agree that a keloid consists of horizontal strands of fibrous tissue which originate from the corium, the long axes of which lie parallel to the skin. The vessels are atrophic or completely absent. Hair follicles, glands and muscles are absent or pushed to the side of the growth. Keloids have no capsule, but merge imperceptibly into the surrounding connective tissue. They generally nm a very long course; resolution is possible by simple absorption of fibrous tissue, but the tumor will most frequently recur after excision.
Succe~sful treatment for the removal is not as satisfactory as may be desired. Surgical removal, preceded and followed by the X-ray, has given some good results. Electrolysis, cauterization and excision have been of little avail, as the growth has returned with renewed force and increased size. Partial success has been reported with hypodermic injections of fibrolysin (thiosanimin) and glycerin and water. Perhaps as g'ood a therapeutic agent is the application of radium. A report of twelve cases by Dr. Frank Simpson of Chicago shows some good results. The dosage is determined by experience, and the most insistent keloids have been made to disappear by the more or less destructive action of the radium.
